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Sen. McClure sees Soviets
widening ‘6-1’ missile lead

By Bill Gerz ) - The Pentagon budget request js  their warheads have one-thirtieth |!
m‘ém'sﬂm%,"m - * expected to total between $282 bil- _the explosive power of the S5-20. '
- lion and $300 billion. An aide to Sen. McClure said the
The U.S.-Soviet nuclear weapons The charts compare US. and So-  charts were declassified from the
gapwilloontinuetowiden over the viet intercontinental and NaxionallmelligeneeCouncgl‘s 1985
next five years because of expected intermediate-range warhead num- assessment of Soviet strategic weap-
cuts in US. defense spending and bers and show that the number of ons capabilities. :
- continued growth of Soviet arsenals, - Soviet 1CBM warheads will grow “In two key measuresof compara-
says conservative Sen. -‘James Mc-  from the current estimated 6,400 to tive U.S.-Soviet military power,
Clure. A between 10,000 and 13,000 in 1991, trends show that the gaps of 61 gnd
The Idaho Republican, a member ~ according to a government defense . 7-1 currently favoring the Soviets
of the defense appropriations sub-  expert. " will continue to widen against the
committee and chairman pl‘the en- . The pumber of Soviet United States;” the senator wrote.
ergy subcommittee responsible for . _intermediate-range nuclear war- - Thesenator believes the latest es-
overseeing the US. nuclear warhead heads is expected to grow fromsome ~ timates are conservative
program, made two Pentagon charts 1,400 warheads on the SS-20 missile  _ missile gap could be wider
available in a “Dear Colleague” let- . 103 1991 levelof 1,600. - - ... - “The historical tendency of US.
ter to members of Congress last By contrast, U.S. Pershing fand  _intelligence to underestimate Soviet
week. . - RO cruise missile warheads will grow sn'alegicforces,acﬁveSovieteﬁoru
The letter was circulated before from the current arsenal of 1400 a toblind and deceive US. intelligence
the debate on the fiscal 1987 defense  projected 572, according to the de-  and especially the robust Soviet -
budget scheduled to begin on Capitol fense expert. ICBM and IRBM mobile missile de-
Hill this week. Defense Secretary Mrc McClure described the com- ployment programs Dow under way
Caspar Weinberger is scheduled to  panson of the intermediate-range indicate that the current gaps be-
deliver the Pentagon’y annual mili-. missiles as “somewhat unrealistic®  tween Soviet forces and US. forces
mryposturemtemenlwedneedly, 'becausepershinxsandcruisemis- willcominuemgm“Mr.Modm
according toa Pentagon spokesman. siles have one-third less range and  stated B R
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